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Education and housing are deeply intertwined, shaping and informing each other in complex ways. This entanglement is evident in various policy contexts such as catchment-based systems in the UK (Butler & Hamnett, 2007) and China (He & He, 2024a), and "free-choice" models with fewer geographical constraints, as in the Netherlands (Boterman, 2019), as people tend to live nearby where children go to school.

Middle-class parents, in particular, make residential decisions at the intersection of housing and education as part of broader strategies for social and economic (re)production. Their preferences and ability to balance priorities in both areas varies considerably, often with significant implications for social-spatial inequalities and urban restructuring processes. Neighborhoods near higher-quality schools frequently command premium property prices (Orford, 2018). Families with greater economic, cultural, and social capital are better equipped to move into such privileged areas, capitalizing on housing price inflation and enhanced schooling opportunities; this process reinforces existing social-spatial inequalities (He & He, 2024a). In other cases, middle-class parents tend to avoid schools with majority ethnic-minority populations (Boterman, 2012) and drive ethnicity segregation. In England, research shows that the desire for child-friendly environments has fuelled education-led rural gentrification (Smith & Higley, 2012). Despite the significant consequences, systematic research into the processes, strategies and patterns of education-led residential (im)mobilities are still underexplored.

Education-led residential mobility of middle class parents, however, is not always a bottom-up phenomenon driven solely by individual families. Education and housing, as critical infrastructures for social reproduction, are implicated in the landscape of morality, aspiration and desire and hence susceptible for leverage by the state and market (He & He, 2024b). Additionally, as “infrastructures” for social reproduction, they are also capital intensive and key sites for wealth accumulation (McFadden, 2023). Research in China, shows that state and market strategically facilitate the suburbanisation of elite schools to strategic development areas including high-tech industrial parks, new towns and urban (re)development areas, to attract the in-mobilities of highly skilled families, who are driven by the idea of good and responsible parents, and to stimulate urban renewal and capital accumulation in these areas (He & He, 2024a,b). These dynamics highlight the need for a deeper understanding of the role of state and market actors in facilitating education-led residential mobilities, which are highly context-specific and shaped by local policies, markets, and institutional frameworks.

This project focuses on Scotland, which remains underexplored in this field, to address the following key questions:
1. How do middle-class parents navigate intra-city residential mobility and inter-city migration at the intersection of housing and education?
2. How do state policies and market dynamics facilitate or constrain these education-led residential movements?
3. How do these movements embed within, and in turn reshape, urban and regional (re)development processes?

To answer these questions, the study employs a mixed-methods approach. Archival research will investigate the historical evolution of policies relating to housing and education. Qualitative interviews will be conducted with middle-class parents to explore their aspirations for housing and education, the strategies they employ to achieve these goals, and the trajectories of their residential mobility and migration. Additionally, interviews with government officials in education and urban planning will shed light on the evolving relationship between education policy and urban development. Real estate developers and private school investors will also be interviewed to understand their rationales, strategies, and processes for aligning school investments with housing developments. Lastly, quantitative analysis of publicly available survey data, including Understanding Society will examine how education and housing considerations influence mobility patterns, including movements across cities and between rural and (sub)urban areas, for middle-class families with varying levels of capital. 

In so doing, this study aims to critically (re)theorise the residential strategies, patterns and implication of middle-class parents at the state-market nexus. It will contribute to the scholarship of critical geographies of education, residential (im)mobility, critical infrastructure studies, and social reproduction theory. It will also inform policies that address inequalities in housing and education, offering valuable insights for more equitable urban and regional development.
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